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Clark: 




24 Jfaasary 1966 


Fallowing )r*Bter<iay « meeting dL the Board, I have looked 
i»to the quaations raieed during the discueeion regardiag an 
Intelligence Memoraadam entitled, Hanoi's Rea ctlon to the Bombing 
Lull. /»a yott remember, this memorandam was produced by the 
O&ice of Current Zmetligeacs (OCI) within the Directorate <qS. 
Ii^ell^^ence, and some of the members expressed concern whether 
each a mermrandum ooihl aot to have been produced as a coordinated 
estimate by the Board of Hailoaal Estimates. 

1 have reviewed this matter and feel that the following 
pertinent facts regarding this memorandum will be of interest; 

a. The above memorandum was written in 
respoaee to a personal reitaest from the Secretary 
of JOitfense for a currant statement by my pecjple on 
this stib|ect. Mr. McHamara did not request a 
coordinated national Intelligence Estimate, as he 
has done cm many other occasions, but instead 
require something in the nature of a CIA status 
r^yort. CIA belief the repository of intelligence 
from the entire community, keeps this 'all source 
intelligence continually up dated for analysis and 
evaluation to serve the special request the 
Oovemment. Reading the memorandum in its 
entirety, I find it is essentially that, and not really 
estimative. 

b. 2 am sure you are aware that the t^ffice 
of Currwat Intelligence -- the producing office of 
this above memorandum -- has a substantial research 
and analytlk; caj^sblllty, as wall as a current 
reportoriaL capability , In fact, this office serves 
aa the principal research and analysis facility within 
ClA in stq>port caf the Board ^ National Estimates. 

c . As is dmtc in the preparation of all such 
memoranda within the Oireclorate M Intelligence, this 
memorandum was coordinated with the Office of 
National Estimates, I am assured hy my most 
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«x|»erie«ced i&tellig«nc© (Officer, the D^aty Director 
ior lateUif^ence, that he habitually reviews these 
memoranda jprior to issuance and in this case the 
views exf^ressed are consistent with those oC the 
Bcatrd of Kational Estimates. 

ha my role as the princi|>al Intelligence advisor for the 
Preaidimt and the members of the National Security Coimcil* I utilise 
several means but always the best combinations of mature judgments 
to produce mid convey significant information to the President and his 
chl<^ advisors. On occasion, of course, 1 brief them orally. On oOter 
occaeloots, t provide them with current inteUlgence in the form id 
dally reports and ad hoc memoranda. On still other occasions I cause 
the preparation of National Intelligence Estimates containing the 
coordinated views of the memdiers of Uie Unltdd States intelligence 
community. 

Taking into account the nature of the information and the 
analytic judgments ctmtained in the memorandum in question and the 
urgent request of the Secretary of Defense, 1 am satisfied that this 
matter was correctly handled! . 

I am hopeful that this review csf the circumstances attending 
the production of this memorandum will be helpful to you and the members 
of your conamittee. 

Sincerely, 

W. F. Raborn 

Icc - Each member of the Board^nd the Exec. Secretary 

The Honorable Clark Clifford 
Chairman 

Fresldtmt's Foreign Intelligence Advisory Boa«d 
Waehlngton, O. C. 


R.J, Smith/ mfb 
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